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annihilate him. Therefore the Elders decided that he should go from his prison to the square of Khamoun without an escort, his arms fastened behind his back ; but the people were forbidden to strike him to the heart, as it was desired to prolong his life ; or to pierce his eyes, for they would have him see his torture until the end; or to throw anything against his person, or strike him with more than three fingers at a single blow.
Although he would not appear until the close of tho day, frequently the crowd fancied they caught sight of him, and rushed towards the Acropolis, deserting the streets: then they returned with a prolonged murmur. Since the previous evening many people had remained standing in the same places, and from a distance called out to each other, significantly displaying their finger-nails, which they had lot grow long to more surely lacerate the victim's iletfh, Others walked about excitedly. Some were pale, as if they awaited their own execution.
Bmldenly, behind the Mappals, great feather fans rone above tho heads. It was Salammbo leaving her palace : a Bigh of relief was exhaled.
But the cortege occupied a long time coming, it moving step by step.
At first, defiled the priests of the Dii-Patceci, then theme of Kschmofm, and those of Melkarth, successively followed by all the other colleges, with the same inniguxa anclin the same order as they had observed at the time of tho procession to the sacrifice. The pontiffs of Moloch passed by with heads lowered, and the multitude, ;ig in a species of remorse, shrank back from them. But the priests of the Eabbetna advanced